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CELEBRATING THE

WIDE OPEN ROAD

For more information visit

visionsplendidfilmfest.com

Vision Splendid
Outback Film Festival 2018

WELCOME TO
OUTBACK HOLLYWOOD

Welcome to Winton’s fifth annual Vision
Splendid Outback Film Festival. This year we
are celebrate the Wide Open Road. The
program includes the latest Australian
contemporary, award winning, classic
and cult films. Vision Splendid Is
the only film festival in the world to
dedicated to Australian film. I invite
you to join me at this very special and
unique festival under the stars in the
100 year old Royal Open Air Theatre.
Gavin Baskett
Mayor, Winton Shire Council
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MESSAGE FROM
MINISTER FOR
TOURISM INDUSTRY
DEVELOPMENT

THE HONOURABLE KATE JONES MP
Welcome to Outback Queensland for the Winton’s
Vision Splendid Outback Film Festival 2018.
Festival goers will see a range of high quality films from
Australia screened under the stars in a historic open-air theatre.
This nine-day festival in the heart of the Australian outback will
also offer masterclasses, location tours and Qantas’ short film
competition for budding independent filmmakers.
Events play an important role in showcasing a destination,
and this festival will attract many visitors from outside Outback
Queensland, providing an economic boost for the region,
supporting local jobs and strengthening community pride.
Winton’s Vision Splendid Outback Film Festival 2018
celebrates the best of Queensland and promises an
iconic experience for visitors.
The Palaszczuk Government recognises that events
drive Queensland’s tourism economy and we are proud to
support this event through Tourism and Events Queensland’s
Destination Events Program.
Thank you to the event organisers,
volunteers, and those who have come
together to deliver the Winton’s Vision
Splendid Outback Film Festival 2018
for Queensland. For those visiting I
encourage you to explore the region
and come away with some great
Outback Queensland memories.
The Hon. Kate Jones, MP
Minister for Tourism Industry Development
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FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS
The 2018 theme is “Wide Open Roads” celebrating travel and
creative wanderings, the search for thrills and adventure. The
theme is designed to promote Australian road movies and films
about opportunities, change and transformation. The Triffids’
song ‘Wide Open Roads’ is about loneliness and longing - a
theme that appears in many Australian narratives as we all search
for a better way of being together. The Festival acknowledges
this suffering and as a salve seeks to bring people closer
together. We continue our commitment to promote the work of
Australian women in front of the camera, behind the camera and
across a range of crew roles to build on Winton’s progressive and
welcoming reputation. This is our fifth year and is a good time
to consider the wonderful experiences that thousands of visitors
have had coming to what has now become the largest Festival of
Australian cinema and to recall some of the 250 films that have
been screened and made during the Festival. It is also a time
to remember our founding president and great supporter of
the Festival, Mayor Butch Lenton without his support and good
humour this festival would not have been possible. This year it is
a very special birthday – the 100th anniversary of the wonderful
old lady of Winton, the Theatre Royal…
Our Festival is all about creating community. A community of
film-goers and filmmakers and film-talkers. This year we are
celebrating travel and adventures. As always the festival is about
getting the best Australian films available – comedies, dramas,
family films, documentaries and shorts and coming together
to sit in the deckchairs under the stars. This year our program
is bigger than ever with an eclectic selection of Australian,
Queensland and outback inspired films from classics and cult
to the latest releases and Australian premieres of new films that
you will be the first to see. We call Winton the “Hollywood in the
outback”. The stunning landscapes and the characters who live
around here have inspired countless filmmakers. Every year more
films are made in the region. There is something special about
Winton and there is absolutely no reason why you shouldn’t make
a film here. So get involved in the masterclasses and workshops
and meet some of the filmmakers.
I wish to thank all our festival partners for their much valued
support, our board of directors, our volunteers and the festival
team for sharing our splendid vision and helping to create this
bold, wonderful outback event. On behalf of the Winton Vision
Splendid Outback Film Festival, I warmly welcome you to join us
for an adventure-filled festival.

Artistic Director, Dr Greg Dolgopolov
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Morning Film

Matinee Film

Evening Film

FRI 29 JUNE

Feature Evening Film

DAY 1

IN LIKE FLYNN
6.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
In 1930, before Errol Flynn became one of the biggest movie
stars in Hollywood, a young Errol, braving cannibals and
crocodiles searched the jungles of Papua New Guinea for his
Eldorado.

OPENING PARTY
8.30pm NORTH GREGORY HOTEL
Marlene Cummins is Australia’s foremost Indigenous female
blues writer and performer. Marlene knows the blues from an
Aboriginal woman’s perspective in this country and her story
is one of vulnerability, strength and survival. Marlene has been
regular broadcaster on Koori Radio for years with her renowned
blues show, ‘Marloo’s Blues’, Marlene won Broadcaster of the Year
at the Deadly Awards. In 2014 Marlene released her first full-length
album, Koori Woman Blues  to coincide with the premiere of her
film BLACK PANTHER WOMAN. Marlene grew up in Winton and
her famous song ‘Boomerang Alley’ was written about the best
year’s of her life in Winton.

CHECK OUT THE A-Z OF FILMS PAGE 30 TO 44 FOR
DETAILED FILM HIGHLIGHTS.
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SAT 30 JUNE
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS

8.00AM, NORTH GREGORY HOTEL
Join us for breakfast as we discuss this year’s films with special
industry guests – check online for latest announcements of who’s
coming to breakfast?

FREE KIDS CLUB

9.30AM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Get creative and have some fun at Kids Club. Royal Theatre.
FREE ENTRY and open to all ages (Children must be supervised
by an adult).

IMMERSE YOURSELF WRITERS LAB
WITH PRISCILLA CAMERON
9.30AM, SHIRE HALL

THE PRETEND ONE (2017)

11.00AM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
A magic realist drama following Charlie and her imaginary friend,
Hugo, who grow up on an isolated cotton farm. When a new man
appears in Charlie’s life, Hugo’s whole existence is threatened
and he must become real to win Charlie back.
PG | 96min | Drama

GUARDIANS OF THE TOMB

2.30PM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
An innocent discovery of a well-preserved mummified Emperor
from 200 BC China unearths a 2000-year-old nightmare – a
secret that should have remained buried. A team of scientists
lose a colleague in an ancient labyrinth while trying to make
the discovery of a century. Shane Jacobson plays an unwilling
adventurer in this terrifying tale.
MA | 90 min | Action, Adventure
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Morning Film

Matinee Film

Evening Film

Feature Evening Film

DAY 2

BREATH (2018)

6.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Based on Tim Winton’s award-winning novel of the same
name, Simon Baker’s feature film directorial debut, follows two
teenage boys, Pikelet and Loonie, growing up in a remote corner
of Western Australia. Hungry for discovery, the pair form an
unlikely friendship with Sando, a mysterious older adventurer,
who pushes the boys to take risks that will have a lasting and
profound impact on their lives. This is a film about fear and trying
to overcome it.
M | 115 min | Sports Drama, Literary Adaptation

STRANGE COLOURS (2017)

8.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
A remarkable new film set in an opal mining community A
stunningly photographed complex drama about the varying
and intermingling seams in an opal mining community. Milena
travels to a remote opal mining community to see her estranged,
ill father. Lost and alone, she falls into his bewildering world,
where men escape society and share ideals of freedom. Soon, he
doesn’t want her to leave. Stuck in time, father and daughter try
to mend their fractured bond, but their connection is fragile, like
the strange, colourful gems he digs up from the earth.
M | 85 min | Drama

CHECK OUT THE A-Z OF FILMS PAGE 30 TO 44 FOR
DETAILED FILM HIGHLIGHTS.
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SUN 1 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS

8.30AM, NORTH GREGORY HOTEL
Join us for breakfast as we discuss this year’s films with special
industry guests – check online for latest announcements of who’s
coming to breakfast?

FREE KIDS CLUB

9.30AM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE

IMMERSE YOURSELF WRITERS LAB
WITH PRISCILLA CAMERON
9.30AM, SHIRE HALL

PETER RABBIT (2018)

11.00AM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
Peter Rabbit; his three sisters and their cousin Benjamin enjoy
their days harassing Mr McGregor in his vegetable garden. Until
one day he dies and no one can stop them roaming across his
house and lands for a full day.
PG | 95 min | Family, Comedy, Adventure

THE BBQ (2018)

2.30PM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
Dazza has a passion for barbequing, but when he accidentally
gives his neighbours food poisoning, his reputation and dignity
are on the line. To make amends he seeks tutelage from
the tyrannical Scottish chef known simply as ‘The Butcher’.
Together they enter an international barbecue competition,
pitting Dazza’s homespun techniques against the world’s
best BBQ chefs.
PG | 91 min | Comedy
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Morning Film

Matinee Film

Evening Film

Feature Evening Film

DAY 3

BROTHERS’ NEST (2018)

6.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Eleven years after Kenny thrust them to stardom, Shane and
Clayton are back playing brothers with murderous intent in
this blackly comic crime drama that has been described by
Rolling Stone magazine “as a pulpy story of family, memories
and murder that has been crafted into a funny, messed-up and
moving tale that’s part Greek tragedy, part character-driven
theater piece.”
MA | 98 min | Comedy, Crime, Drama

SWINGING SAFARI (2018)

8.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Suburban Nobbys Beach in 1975 was a place that revolved
around surf mats, nipple rash, kids playing in the streets, boxed
wine, a rotting whale carcass and outrageous parties. It’s a
full-throttle sensory overload of ’70s interiors, heinous fashion
and political incorrectness in a riotously good fun, wonderfully
observed homage to the ‘70s.
M | 97 mins | Comedy, Drama

CHECK OUT THE A-Z OF FILMS PAGE 30 TO 44 FOR
DETAILED FILM HIGHLIGHTS.
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MON 2 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS

8.30AM, NORTH GREGORY HOTEL
Join us for breakfast as we discuss this year’s films with special
industry guests – check online for latest announcements of who’s
coming to breakfast?

MYSTERY ROAD

9.30AM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
An indigenous cowboy detective returns to his outback
hometown to investigate the murder of a teenage girl. He is
alienated from the white-dominated police force and the local
indigenous community. A gripping murder-mystery filmed in
Winton and surrounding areas.
MA15+ | 121 mins | Crime, Mystery, Outback Thriller

IMMERSE YOURSELF WRITERS LAB
WITH PRISCILLA CAMERON
9.30AM, SHIRE HALL

THE BEST AUSTRALIAN COMEDY SHORTS
11.30AM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE

WELCOME TO WOOP WOOP (1997)

2.30PM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
Teddy, a con artist who has to flee New York in fear for his life
winds up in a much more precarious situation in the Australian
outback in a strange town where Daddy-O is the law, the judge,
and the executioner. Rule number one: no-one escapes from
Woop Woop.
R | 97min | Adventure, Comedy, Fantasy
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Morning Film

Matinee Film

Evening Film

Feature Evening Film

DAY 4

BLACK PANTHER WOMAN

4:30PM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
Marlene Cummins breaks a forty-year silence to tell the story
of being the first woman member of the Australian Black protest
movement. A seminal documentary about a young woman who
grew up in Winton.
M | 57 mins | Drama, Music, Documentary

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN (2018)

6.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Penniless, but ambitious PT Barnum is inspired by love and family
and blessed with a wild imagination and terrific dance moves.
Once Barnum loses his menial desk job, he embarks on a wild
idea of gathering unique and peculiar performers, introducing
extraordinary, never-seen before live acts on the circus stage.
This is the musical story of PT Barnum, a visionary who rose from
nothing to create a spectacle that was initially much maligned
but became a worldwide sensation. An extraordinary night of
sing-a-long songs.
PG | 105 mins | Biography, Drama, Musical

UPGRADE (2018)

8.30PM ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Set in the near-future where technology controls nearly all
aspects of life. Grey is a self-identified technophobe. He is a
mechanic who loves tinkering with ‘relic’ muscle cars and the
feel of grease between his fingers. But when a brutal attack
leaves Grey Trace paralysed, his only hope for revenge is
an experimental computer chip implant that provides him
superhuman strength and agility. He is now a hybrid, part man
and part machine.
R | 95 mins | Sci-fi, Thriller, Fantasy
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TUES 3 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS

8.30AM, NORTH GREGORY HOTEL
Join us for breakfast as we discuss this year’s films with special
industry guests – check online for latest announcements of who’s
coming to breakfast?

FREE KIDS CLUB

9.30AM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE

IMMERSE YOURSELF WRITERS LAB
WITH PRISCILLA CAMERON
9.30AM, SHIRE HALL

THE NIGHT PARROT

11.00AM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
In the remote deserts of Australia lives an elusive nocturnal bird
called the Night Parrot. Virtually nothing is known of its ecology.
It disappeared at the end of the 19th Century. Searching for
evidence of its existence became a preoccupation.

IMMERSE YOURSELF TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION
WITH BEN RICHARDS
1.15PM & 4.30PM, SHIRE HALL

RUNNING ON EMPTY

2.30PM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
A feast for fans of the early 80s and Aussie car culture – a classic
about hot cars, hot chicks and hot times in the street racing
scene. Mike is a young factory worker in love with hot-rods (he
drives a Ford Falcon GT-HO Phase III) and has the hots for a girl
who only likes winners. He is challenged to drag racing for big
money. A challenge he has to honour. After two of the three race
rounds, the race is no longer a game, but more of a survival!
R | 83min | Action, Drama, Sport
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Morning Film

Matinee Film

Evening Film

Feature Evening Film

DAY 5

SWEET COUNTRY (2017)

6.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
When Aboriginal stockman Sam kills white station owner Harry
March in self-defence, Sam and his wife Lizzie go on the run.
They are pursued across the outback, through glorious but harsh
desert country. Sergeant Fletcher leads the posse with the help
of Aboriginal tracker Archie and local landowners Fred Smith and
Mick Kennedy. Fletcher is desperate to capture Sam and put him
on trial for murder – but Sam is an expert bushman and he has
little difficulty outlasting them. But when the reckoning comes,
will justice be served?
Western, Drama

BACKTRACK BOYS (2018)

8.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Rusty, Zach, and Alfie are on a perilous course toward ‘juvey’
until they meet up with the rough talking, rule breaking jackaroo,
Bernie Shakeshaft, and hit the road with his legendary dog
jumping team. When everyone else gives up on troubled kids like
Rusty, Zach, and Alfie they head to Backtrack. It’s a place where
they can feel safe, continue their education, get job training, but
most importantly to pursue their dreams.
R | 116 mins | Thriller

CHECK OUT THE A-Z OF FILMS PAGE 30 TO 44 FOR
DETAILED FILM HIGHLIGHTS.
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WED 4 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS

8.30AM, NORTH GREGORY HOTEL
Join us for breakfast as we discuss this year’s films with special
industry guests – check online for latest announcements of who’s
coming to breakfast?

FREE KIDS CLUB

9.30AM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE

FILM PRODUCERS MASTERCLASS
WITH BILL LEIMBACH
9.30AM, NORTH GREGORY HOTEL

BROKEN HIGHWAY(1993)

11.00AM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
Angel is a merchant seaman on a mission. Heading for
Queensland, Angel agrees to deliver a parcel to a mysterious
figure known as ‘The Deadman’ in his dying mentor Max’s
hometown. After Max dies, Angel journeys to the desolate place,
where he discovers an array of disillusioned people. There’s
junkyard owner Wilson, sad girl Catherine and the dangerous
Tatts. All bring Angel into their world, which is bleaker and more
violent than he had anticipated.

IMMERSE YOURSELF TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION
WITH BEN RICHARDS
1.15PM & 4.30PM, SHIRE HALL

KISS OR KILL (1997)

2.30PM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
After a robbery scam that goes bad, small-time criminals Nikki
and Al take off into the Australian outback, pursued by the police
and a malevolent footballer named Zipper Doyle. Nikki and Al
may be small time criminals, but they get mixed up in a complex
world of corruption where no one can be trusted and everyone is
a suspect especially in their world of offbeat characters. A stylish
thriller and one of Australia’s best road movies.
R | 96 mins | Crime drama thriller, road movie
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Morning Film

Matinee Film

Evening Film

Feature Evening Film

DAY 6

THE SENTIMENTAL BLOKE (1918)

100

R
YEARSARY
IVE
ANN

6.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
The adaptation of C.J. Dennis’ much loved poem is about
a down-at-heal ex-convict who undergoes an epiphany as
he experiences the love of a good woman for the first time.
The 2009 restored version will be presented with live
musical accompaniment composed and performed by
the Volatinsky Quartet.
G | 1h 46min | Drama, Romance

CARGO (2017)

8.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Stranded in rural Australia in the aftermath of a violent pandemic,
Andy an infected father desperately seeks a new home for his
infant child, and a means to protect her from his own changing
nature. Andy sets out on a precarious journey to find a new
guardian for his child. A flourishing Aboriginal tribe are Rosie’s
best chance of survival. A young Indigenous girl becomes Andy’s
only chance of safe passage into this sacred community. Each in
their own way is seeking salvation... But they will need to work
together if they hope to achieve it.
M | 105 mins | Drama, Thriller

CHECK OUT THE A-Z OF FILMS PAGE 30 TO 44 FOR
DETAILED FILM HIGHLIGHTS.
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CELEBRATE THE 100TH
ANNIVERSARY OF
WINTON’S ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE

5:00pm Wednesday 4 July
BBQ dinner and movie package available

$75pp
A Gabrielli
Constructions are
proud to support the
Winton Film Festival
Ignatius Park College Year 7 Centre

Burdell Childcare Centre

07 4725 1100 | www.gabrielliconstruction.com.au
Over our 50 years of operation we
have delivered major civil,
commercial, insutrial, residential,
health & education projects Safely
and Quality Assured.
St Patrick’s College, The Strand

18

James Cook University Peer to Peer Learning Space

CELEBRATING THE

WIDE OPEN ROAD
To celebrate the Vision Splendid Outback Film Festival
and our 2018 theme “Wide Open Road” we are inviting
motorcycles 30 years or older to experience an
amazing ride to the outback.
Ride out to Winton with us or set your own pace
and meet us there.
Our guided ride is a four day, three night experience.
Friday 29 June Brisbane to Roma, lunch in Toowoomba
Saturday 30 June Roma to Tambo, lunch in Charleville
Sunday 1 July Tambo to Winton, lunch and tour at QMF Longreach
Monday 2 July Long Lunch, Winton
Tuesday 3 July Lunch in Middleton
Wednesday 4 July Royal Open Air Theatre 100th Birthday, Winton

Price: $100 per rider

www.visionsplendidfilmfest.com

Vision Splendid
Outback Film Festival 2018

THUR 5 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS

8.30AM, NORTH GREGORY HOTEL
Join us for breakfast as we discuss this year’s films with special
industry guests – check online for latest announcements of who’s
coming to breakfast?

FREE KIDS CLUB

9.30AM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE

FILM PRODUCERS MASTERCLASS
WITH BILL LEIMBACH
9.30AM, NORTH GREGORY HOTEL

THAT’S NOT ME (2018)

11.00AM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
Polly’s dreams of making it as an actor are shattered when her
identical twin sister Amy catapults to international stardom.
Mistaken for her famous sister at every turn, Polly scrambles to
catch up – juggling woeful auditions, painfully awkward dates
and her underwhelming job at the local cinema. Running out of
options, Polly takes an ill-advised trip to the coalface of celebrity
dreams: LA. There Polly begins to realise that maybe there’s no
such thing as ‘making it’ after all.
PG | 85 mins | Comedy

SHAME (1988)

2.30PM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
Asta Cadell, a lawyer traveling through the outback on holiday,
stops in a small town after her motorcycle breaks down and
shacks up with Tim Curtis, the local mechanic, while fixing it.
She then becomes involved in helping Curtis’ teenage daughter,
Lizzie, who has been recently date-raped by Danny Fiske, the son
of a wealthy, well-known citizen and his gang.
R | 94min | Drama
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Morning Film

Matinee Film

Evening Film

Feature Evening Film

DAY 7

THE BUTTERFLY TREE (2017)

6.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Evelyn, an aging burlesque queen, bewitches single dad Al
and his teenage son Fin with her zest for life. When father and
son discover they are competing for the affections of the same
woman, it reopens old wounds over the death of Fin’s mother.
Through the vivacious Evelyn, Fin learns the power of forgiveness
and relinquishes his goddess in return for a family.
M | 107 min | Comedy, Drama, Family

WINCHESTER (2018)

8.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Sarah Winchester, the millionaire heiress to the Winchester
Arms fortune, is convinced that she, and her family, are being
haunted by the souls killed at the barrel of the infamous rifle.
Her obsession has led to the 24 hour a day, 7 days a week
construction of an enormous mansion, designed to keep these
evil spirits at bay. Eric Price, a psychiatrist with a sordid past, is
hired to investigate Mrs. Winchester’s sanity, only to discover that
her obsession may not be so insane after all.
PG | 99 min | Biography, Fantasy, Horror

CHECK OUT THE A-Z OF FILMS PAGE 30 TO 44 FOR
DETAILED FILM HIGHLIGHTS.
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FRIDAY 6 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS

8.30AM, NORTH GREGORY HOTEL
Join us for breakfast as we discuss this year’s films with special
industry guests – check online for latest announcements of who’s
coming to breakfast?

AUSTRALIAN WALKABOUT (1958/2018)

9.30AM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
In a wonderfully rare opportunity for Festival goers we will screen
the freshly restored first three episodes of one of the icons of
Queensland’s film industry, Charles Chauvel’s TV series where
he travelled with Elsa Chauvel in 1958 to interesting locations
documenting Australia’s vast outback and natural beauty.
G | 75 mins | Documentary TV series

THE PINK HOUSE (1994)

11.30AM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
The story of Kalgoorlie’s last original goldrush brothel told
through the eyes of the colourful Madam Carmel, 70, and her
longest-serving lady of the night, BJ.
MA15+ | 76 min | Documentary

CELIA

2:30PM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
An imaginative and somewhat disturbed young girl fantasises
about evil creatures and other oddities to mask her insecurities
while growing up in rural Australia. Young Celia is growing up
with a sense of isolation and mistrust of the world that surrounds
her. Her mother and father won’t let her play with the kids next
door because their parents are communists. Then her pet bunny
is taken away because of rabbit overpopulation. When she
experiences more trauma she retreats into a world of elaborate
fantasies to cope... Celia has wonderful moments of atmospheric
eeriness and genuine frights courtesy of its grotesque imaginary
Hobyahs and monster children.
MA15+ | 76 min | Documentary
22

Morning Film

Matinee Film

Evening Film

Feature Evening Film

DAY 8

THE MARSHES (2018)

6.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Deep in a remote marshland, three young biologists conduct
research but when they encounter evil, science ends and survival
begins. Roger Scott’s film riffs on the “Waltzing Matilda” legend
bringing out some highly unexpected aspects of the bush ballad
and highlighting its more gruesome terrifying aspects. Not for
the feint-hearted.
M | 1h 25min | Horror

MIDNIGHT OIL: 1984

8.30PM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Midnight Oil: 1984 is the untold story of a year that would
ultimately make - but nearly break - Australia’s most important
rock and roll band. A vivid portrait of the era and the songs that
embodied it.
PG | 89 mins | Music Documentary

CHECK OUT THE A-Z OF FILMS PAGE 30 TO 44 FOR
DETAILED FILM HIGHLIGHTS.
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SATURDAY 7 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS

8.30AM, NORTH GREGORY HOTEL
Join us for breakfast as we discuss this year’s films with special
industry guests – check online for latest announcements of who’s
coming to breakfast?

FREE KIDS CLUB

9.30AM, ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE

COMET KIDS (2017)

11.00AM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
When a passing comet crash lands near their hometown, Lucas
and his five friends embark on an adventure of a lifetime to locate
the landing site. Together, they will discover an incredible story
behind this extraordinary cosmic event, and find themselves at
the centre of a far-reaching conspiracy.
MA15+ | 92 mins | Comedy

GOING FOR GOLD (2018)

2.30PM, SARAH RILEY THEATRE
Emma (Kelli Berglund) is an American cheerleader who moves
around the world frequently due to her father’s position in the
air force. When her father is stationed in Adelaide, she joins
the gymnastics team after an invitation from her neighbour,
Hannah. When local bullies Charlotte and Abi get Hannah’s team
disqualified from a gymnastics competition, Emma proposes
that they take revenge by starting a cheerleading squad to beat
Charlotte and Abi’s team. A fun action packed film for the family.
G | 93 mins | Drama, Family, Sport
24

Morning Film

Matinee Film

Evening Film

Feature Evening Film

DAY 9

SHORT FILM COMPETITION
VISION FINALE

6.30PM, QANTAS SHORT FILM COMPETITION
ROYAL OPEN AIR THEATRE
Join us under the starts for the screening of the short listed films
in the 2018 Qantas Short Film Competition. Get involved in the
Audience Award (judged by you!) Enjoy student films by Griffith
Film School and University of NSW.

CLOSING PARTY

9.30PM, NGH BEER GARDEN
Celebrate amongst friends the final night with Karin Page - an
Australian singer-songwriter and multi-instrumentalist. Female
Artist of the Year and Songwriter of the Year she has been
nominated the New Artist of the Year at the 2017 CMC Awards
and she was crowned the 2016 Toyota Star Maker.

CHECK OUT THE A-Z OF FILMS PAGE 30 TO 44 FOR
DETAILED FILM HIGHLIGHTS.
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Our spirit flies further
Introducing Qantas Dreamliner

Subject to government and regulatory approval.
ABN 16 009 661 901

QANTAS SHORT FILM
COMPETITION
Calling all budding filmmakers! The Qantas Short Film
Competition is a highlight of the annual festival, attracting
students and independent filmmakers.
2018 entries must be based on the topic “Wide Open Road”
and be no longer than 7 minutes. They can be fiction or
documentary, funny or sad – but have to be memorable
and authentic!
Entry for the competition is $15 in 2018.
Films will be reviewed by a jury of film professionals in the first
week of the Festival, and Finalist films will be screened on the
night of finale on Saturday 7th July at the Royal Open Air Theatre.
So get involved – whether you’re a film maker or film lover,
as members of public will also vote on the night for the
Audience Award.
For more information visit www.visionsplendidfilmfest.com

sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

Image // Still from Lisa IRL by UNSW students

We love inquiring minds
and wild imaginations.
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2018 PROGRAM
FRIDAY 29 JUNE

SUNDAY 1 JULYCONT.

KIDS FILM EVENT

BROTHERS’ NEST

2.30pm, Sarah Riley Theatre

6.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

OPENING CEREMONY

SWINGING SAFARI

6.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

8.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

IN LIKE FLYNN
6.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

OPENING PARTY
8.30pm, North Gregory Hotel

MONDAY 2 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS
8.30am, North Gregory Hotel

SATURDAY 30 JUNE
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS

MYSTERY ROAD
9.30am, Sarah Riley Theatre

8.00am, North Gregory Hotel

IMMERSE YOURSELF
WRITERS LAB

WINTON WALK OF FAME

9.30am, Shire Hall

9.00am, Royal Open Air Theatre

BREAK

FREE KIDS CLUB

THE BEST AUSTRALIAN
COMEDY SHORTS

9.30am, Royal Open Air Theatre

IMMERSE YOURSELF WRITERS
LAB WITH PRISCILLA CAMERON
9.30am, Shire Hall

BREAK
THE PRETEND ONE
11.00am, Sarah Riley Theatre

GUARDIANS OF THE TOMB
2.30pm, Sarah Riley Theatre

FANTALES TRIVIA
4.30pm, NGH Beer Garden

BREATH
6.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

STRANGE COLOURS
8.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

SUNDAY 1 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS

11.30am, Sarah Riley Theatre

IMMERSE YOURSELF WRITERS
LAB WITH PRISCILLA CAMERON
9.30am, Shire Hall

WELCOME TO WOOP WOOP
2.30pm, Sarah Riley Theatre

FREE KIDS CLUB
4.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

BLACK PANTHER WOMAN
4.30pm, Sarah Riley Theatre

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN
6.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

UPGRADE
8.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

TUESDAY 3 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS

8.00am, North Gregory Hotel

8.30am, North Gregory Hotel

FREE KIDS CLUB

FREE KIDS CLUB

9.30am, Royal Open Air Theatre

IMMERSE YOURSELF WRITERS
LAB WITH PRISCILLA CAMERON
9.30am, Shire Hall

9.30am, Royal Open Air Theatre

IMMERSE YOURSELF WRITERS
LAB WITH PRISCILLA CAMERON
9.30am, North Gregory Hotel

BREAK

BREAK

PETER RABBIT

THE NIGHT PARROT

11.00am, Sarah Riley Theatre

THE BBQ
2.30pm, Sarah Riley Theatre

BBQ COOK OFF COMPETITION
4.30pm, NGH Beer Garden

11.00am, Sarah Riley Theatre

RUNNING ON EMPTY
2.30pm, Sarah Riley Theatre

IMMERSE YOURSELF
TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION
4.30pm, Shire Hall
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Morning Film

Matinee Film

Evening Film

Feature Evening Film

QUICK GUIDE
TUESDAY 3 JULY CONT.

THURSDAY 3 JULY CONT.

SWEET COUNTRY

THE BUTTERFLY TREE

6.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

6.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

BACKTRACK BOYS

WINCHESTER

8.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

WEDNESDAY 4 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS
8.30am, North Gregory Hotel

FREE KIDS CLUB
9.30am, Royal Open Air Theatre

FILM PRODUCERS MASTERCLASS
WITH BILL LEIMBACH
9.30am, North Gregory Hotel

BREAK
BROKEN HIGHWAY
11.00am, Sarah Riley Theatre

IMMERSE YOURSELF
TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION
WITH BEN RICHARDS
1.15pm, Shire Hall

KISS OR KILL
2.30pm, Sarah Riley Theatre

IMMERSE YOURSELF
TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION
WITH BEN RICHARDS
4.30pm, Shire Hall

100TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS
5.00pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

8.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

FRIDAY 6 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARTS
8.30am, North Gregory Hotel

AUSTRALIAN WALKABOUT
9.30am, Sarah Riley Theatre

FILM PRODUCERS MASTERCLASS
WITH BILL LEIMBACH
9.30am, North Gregory Hotel

BREAK
THE PINK HOUSE
11.30am, Sarah Riley Theatre

CELIA
2.30pm, Sarah Riley Theatre

FREE KIDS CLUB
4.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

THE MARSHES
6.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

MIDNIGHT OIL: 1984
8.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

KARIN PAGE
Evening, North Gregory Hotel

THE SENTIMENTAL BLOKE
6.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

CARGO
8.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

SATURDAY 7 JULY
BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS
8.30am, North Gregory Hotel

THURSDAY 5 JULY

FREE KIDS CLUB

BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS

9.30am, Royal Open Air Theatre

8.30am North Gregory Hotel

BREAK

FREE KIDS CLUB

COMET KIDS

9.30am, Royal Open Air Theatre

11.00am, Sarah Riley Theatre

FILM PRODUCERS MASTERCLASS
WITH BILL LEIMBACH

GOING FOR GOLD

9.30am, North Gregory Hotel

QANTAS SHORT FILM COMP.

BREAK

6.30pm, Royal Open Air Theatre

THAT’S NOT ME

CLOSING PARTY/CONCERT
WITH KARIN PAGE

11.00am, Sarah Riley Theatre

SHAME

2.30pm, Sarah Riley Theatre

9.30pm, NGH Beer Garden

2.30pm, Sarah Riley Theatre
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IMMERSE YOURSELF!
ENHANCE YOUR STORY TELLING
TECHNIQUES WITH TECHNOLOGY
The Immerse Yourself workshops will run during the Vision
Splendid Outback Film Festival. With film industry experts these
workshops will help to develop emerging regional film makers to
tell their personal stories of their ‘special outback place’.
The workshops will examine multi-strand story planning,
development and character networks. Story-telling is one of our
most powerful tools in maintaining and developing our culture.

TECHNOLOGY &
INNOVATION WITH BEN
RICHARDS
Join Cutting Edge’s Director
of Creative Development &
Innovation, Ben Richards,
to experience the latest in
technology and innovation
being used by an industry
leader. Tuesday 3rd &
Wednesday 4th.

WRITERS LAB WITH
PRISCILLA CAMERON

Writer of new Aussie comedy
drama romance film The
Butterfly Tree. Join us 9.30am
Saturday 30th June through
to Tuesday 3rd July.

FILM PRODUCERS
MASTERCLASSS
WITH PRODUCER
BILL LEIMBACH
Wednesday 4th, Thursday 5th
& Friday 6th July.
If you’re a budding producer,
or a curious film lovers who
simply want to know more
about how films are made - from idea to completion, join award
winning producer Bill Leimbach for an incredible insight into film
production. Leimbach’s experience spans 35 years from crowd
funding an art documentary to a $10 Million feature film, BENEATH
HILL 60.
For more workshop details visit www.visionsplendidfilmfest.com
and check out the daily updates in Winton during the festival.
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TICKETING
Pre-purchase Online Ticketing
Ticket Type

1 Day Pass with
Waltzing Matilda
Centre Entry

1 Day Pass

Season
Pass
$250.00

Adult

$30.00

$55.00

Child

$20.00

$45.00

$175.00

Local/Concession

$20.00

N/A

$150.00

Special Events
Breakfast with the Stars

All Tickets

$35.00

Producers 3 Day Masterclass

All Tickets

$50.00

Local

All Tickets

$30.00

100TH Birthday Celebration

All Tickets

$75.00

Opening Night - Friday 29 June
Online Presale

Ticket Type

At the Door

Adult

$35.00

$40.00

Child

$30.00

$40.00

Local

$30.00

$40.00

Individual Films (not including Opening Night)
Ticket Type

Online
Presale 1-8
Movies

Online
Presale 9+
Movies

At the Door

Late Movies

Adult

$14.00

$13.00

$15.00

$10.00

Child

$9.00

$8.00

$10.00

$10.00

Local

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

Purchase at www.visionsplendidfilmfest.com
*Festival Pass includes entry to ALL movies and 1 entry to Waltzing
Matilda Centre, doesn’t not include other events such as Breakfast with
the Stars, Production Lab, and other events with an entry fee
** 1 Day Pass includes entry to ALL movies on the day chosen by you

CLASSIFICATIONS

Dates, times and programs are correct at the time of publication,
but may need to be altered due to unforeseen circumstances.
We reluctantly reserve the right to withdraw, change and replace
programs without notice.
We anticipate that door sales will be available for most sessions,
however this cannot be guaranteed. Patrons are urged to purchase
their tickets in advance to avoid disappointment
Festival films are restricted to persons 18 years of age and over,
unless specified (see classification recommendations). This
relates not necessarily to the content of the films, but to the legal
requirements of holding the festival, as set by the Classification
Board. Morning sessions on weekends are programmed for kids
and family viewing. The short films presented at the Closing Night
showcase are often unfiltered and there is rarely time to adequately
classify these films and therefore viewer discretion is required.
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BACKTRACK BOYS (2018)

Rusty, Zach, and Alfie are on a perilous course toward ‘juvey’ until
they meet up with the rough talking, rule breaking jackaroo, Bernie
Shakeshaft, and hit the road with his legendary dog jumping team.
With the economic and social decline in rural Australia more young
people are growing up in poverty. Disillusioned and neglected many
of them drop out of school, caught up with drugs and crime. When
everyone else gives up on troubled kids like Rusty, Zach, and Alfie
they head to Backtrack. It’s a place where they can feel safe, continue
their education, get job training, but most importantly to pursue their
dreams. Made by one of Australia’s leading documentary filmmakers,
this inspiring coming of age story follows the boys as they strive to turn
their lives around – and the dogs that help tame their wild ways.
M | Documentary,
Youth, Education,
Criminal Justice
| 95 mins

Director/Producer:
Catherine Scott

BLACK PANTHER WOMAN (2014)

Marlene grew up in Winton before travelling all around Australia and
later internationally. She became a world reknown blues musican with
a high rating radio show. Her song ‘Boomerang Alley’ is set in Winton
and features on her album ‘Koori Woman Blues’. The documentary
Black Panther Woman by the reknowned director, Rachel Perkins tells
Marlene’s story, a woman who experienced the best and worst of the
short lived and controversial Black Panther movement. Inspired by their
stylish African Americans brothers, a handful of Australian Aborigines
adapt the movement to their own local flavour. Marlene Cummins is
swept up in a wild romance with their poster boy leader, Dennis Walker,
and through their relationship becomes politically awakened. Through
the prism of Panther ideology, she begins to understand the historical
and social context of her personal suffering and that of her people.
Returning to Winton after many years, Marlene Cummins will be a
much-celebrated guest of the Festival – telling stories from the past
and sharing her new music.

Director: Rachel
Perkins
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Stars: Zainab Abbas,
Kathleen Cleaver,
Marlene Cummins

MA | 53min |
Documentary,
Biography, History

A TO Z OF FILMS

BREATH (2018)

Finally Winton comes to Winton. Based on Tim Winton’s award-winning
novel of the same name, Simon Baker’s feature film directorial debut,
follows two teenage boys, Pikelet and Loonie, growing up in a remote
corner of Western Australia. Hungry for discovery, the pair form an
unlikely friendship with Sando, a mysterious older adventurer, who
pushes the boys to take risks that will have a lasting and profound
impact on their lives. This is a film about fear and trying to overcome it.
Director: Simon Baker

Cast: Elizabeth
Debicki, Simon Baker,
Richard Roxburgh

M | 115 min | Sports
Drama, Literary
Adaptation

BROKEN HIGHWAY (1993)

Angel is a merchant seaman on a mission. Heading for Queensland,
Angel agrees to deliver a parcel to a mysterious figure known as ‘The
Deadman’ in his dying mentor Max’s hometown. After Max dies,
Angel journeys to the desolate place, where he discovers an array of
disillusioned people. There’s junkyard owner Wilson, sad girl Catherine
and the dangerous Tatts. All bring Angel into their world, which is
bleaker and more violent than he had anticipated. Characters adrift
in an isolated landscape collide with the past and each other as they
unravel the secrets of a dead man’s dreams. Set on the mangrove-lined
shores of Moreton Bay, Broken Highway is a front runner of the Tropical
Noir and Australian Gothic genre. It was director (and pre-eminent
cinematographer) Laurie McInnes’ first feature film and was nominated
for five AFI awards and an invitation to Cannes upon its release in 1993.
Director: Laurie
McInnes

Cast: Aden Young,
Dennis Miller, Bill
Hunter, Claudia
Karvan, David Field,
William McInnes

PG | 98 mins | Thriller

33

Vision Splendid
Outback Film Festival 2018

BROTHER’S NEST (2018)

Eleven years after Kenny thrust them to stardom, Shane and Clayton
are back playing brothers with murderous intent in this blackly comic
crime drama that has been described by Rolling Stone magazine “as a
pulpy story of family, memories and murder that has been crafted into
a funny, messed-up and moving tale that’s part Greek tragedy, part
character-driven theater piece.” The two brothers bickering escalates
as the two make farcical preparations to knock off a family member and
claim their inheritance, before the whole thing goes horribly wrong!
Director: Clayton
Jacobson

Cast: Shane
Jacobson, Clayton
Jacobson, Sarah
Snook, Lynette
Curran, Kym Gyngell

M | Comedy, Crime,
Drama

CARGO (2018)

Stranded in rural Australia in the aftermath of a violent pandemic,
Andy an infected father desperately seeks a new home for his infant
child, and a means to protect her from his own changing nature. Andy
sets out on a precarious journey to find a new guardian for his child. A
flourishing Aboriginal tribe are Rosie’s best chance of survival. A young
Indigenous girl becomes Andy’s only chance of safe passage into this
sacred community. Each in their own way is seeking salvation... but they
will need to work together if they hope to achieve it.
Director: Yolanda
Ramke and Ben
Howling
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Stars: Martin
Freeman, Anthony
Hayes, Susie Porter,
Caren Pistorius, David
Gulpilil

M | 105 mins | Drama,
Thriller

A TO Z OF FILMS

CELIA

An imaginative and somewhat disturbed young girl fantasises about
evil creatures and other oddities to mask her insecurities while growing
up in rural Australia.
Young Celia is growing up with a sense of isolation and mistrust of
the world that surrounds her. Her mother and father won’t let her play
with the kids next door because their parents are communists. Then
her pet bunny is taken away because of rabbit overpopulation. When
she experiences more trauma she retreats into a world of elaborate
fantasies to cope... Celia has wonderful moments of atmospheric
eeriness and genuine frights courtesy of its grotesque imaginary
Hobyahs and monster children.
Director: Ann Turner

Stars: Rebecca
Smart, Nicholas
Eadie, Victoria
Longley

PG | 103 mins | Drama,
Fantasy

COMET KIDS (2017)

When a passing comet crash lands near their hometown, Lucas (Xavier
West) and his five friends embark on an adventure of a lifetime to locate
the landing site. Together, they will discover an incredible story behind
this extraordinary cosmic event, and find themselves at the centre of
a far-reaching conspiracy. The film captures the nostalgic warmth of
the great 1980s adventure movies and family cinema. There are clear
resonances with Steven Spielberg and such classics as Stand By Me in
this big hearted adventure story that will appeal to the entire family.
Director: Glenn
Triggs

Stars: Xavier West,
Tiriel Mora, Marty
Rhone, Michelle
Celebicanin

Family, Adventure
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GOING FOR GOLD (2018)

Emma (Kelli Berglund) is an American cheerleader who moves around
the world frequently due to her father’s position in the air force. When
her father is stationed in Adelaide, she joins the gymnastics team after
an invitation from her neighbour, Hannah. When local bullies Charlotte
and Abi get Hannah’s team disqualified from a gymnastics competition,
Emma proposes that they take revenge by starting a cheerleading
squad to beat Charlotte and Abi’s team. A fun action packed film for
the family.
Director: Clay Glen

Stars: Kelli Berglund,
Emily Morris, Terry
Rogers

Drama, Family, Sport

GUARDIANS OF THE TOMB (2018)

An innocent discovery of a well-preserved mummified Emperor from
200 BC China unearths a 2000-year-old nightmare – a secret that
should have remained buried. A team of scientists lose a colleague in
an ancient labyrinth while trying to make the discovery of a century.
Shane Jacobson plays an unwilling adventurer in this terrifying tale.
Director: Kimble
Rendall
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Cast: Bingbing Li,
Stef Dawson, Kelsey
Grammar, Shane
Jacobson

Action, Adventure

A TO Z OF FILMS

IN LIKE FLYNN

In 1930, before Errol Flynn became one of the biggest movie stars in
Hollywood, a young Errol, braving cannibals and crocodiles searched
the jungles of Papua New Guinea for his Eldorado. While serving as
a guide for a Hollywood producer, Errol discovers a map on a dead
prospector that he believes will lead to a fortune in gold. Back on the
streets of Depression-era Sydney, Flynn rounds up a ragtag crew to
help him find the gold, including Rex, a Canadian exbootlegger, Dook,
an English gentleman handy with a pistol and Charlie, a grizzled old
salt. After stealing the Sirocco, a yacht belonging to Chinese Opium
smugglers, Flynn and crew set sail. They quickly learn just how perilous
a voyage up the Australian east coast can be, running afoul of drunken
cowboys, corrupt cops and local thugs before being intercepted by the
Chinese smugglers, who are hell-bent on retrieving their Sirocco and
the several pounds of opium stashed in the hold. As Flynn and crew
make a final dash for New Guinea, they encounter their greatest foe yet,
nature itself and sailing straight into a treacherous reef.
Director: Russell
Mclcahy

Stars: Thomas
Cocquerel, Corey
Large, William

Mosley,
Clive Standen, Callan
Mulvey

KISS OF KILL (1997)

After a robbery scam that goes bad, small-time criminals Nikki and
Al take off into the Australian outback, pursued by the police and a
malevolent footballer named Zipper Doyle. Nikki and Al may be small
time criminals, but they get mixed up in a complex world of corruption
where no one can be trusted and everyone is a suspect especially in
their world of offbeat characters. A stylish thriller and one of Australia’s
best road movies.
Director: Bill Bennett

Stars: Matt Day,
Frances O’Connor,
Chris Haywood, Max
Cullen

R | 96 mins | Crime
drama Thriller,
Road-movie
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MIDNIGHT OIL 1984

MIDNIGHT OIL 1984 is the story of the sweat-soaked, hardworking
rock and roll band whose music galvanised a generation of young
Australians and inspired them to believe in the power of music to
change the world. Featuring the biggest hits from some of their most
legendary shows, the movie gives you an Access All Areas pass to see
the band behind the scenes and where the action is. Feel the electric
energy on stage and witness the personal struggles of the band
members as they try to balance the equally compelling demands of
both music and politics when lead singer Peter Garrett decides to join
the race for an Australian Government Senate seat. MIDNIGHT OIL
1984 is an up close and personal look at the iconic rock band, seen on
the big screen for the first time.
Director: Ray Argall

PG | 89 mins | Music
Documentary

NIGHT PARROT STORIES (2016)

An ode to the loss of a bird that was banished in the darkness...there
are strange hells in the mind the desert makes. In the remote deserts
of Australia lives an elusive nocturnal bird called the Night Parrot.
Virtually nothing is known of its ecology. It disappeared at the end
of the 19th Century. Searching for evidence of its existence became
a preoccupation. Night Parrot Stories was filmed in all the locations
where Night Parrots once lived, during a time when stories of extinction
were everywhere.
Director: Robert
Nugent
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PG | 89min |
Documentary

A TO Z OF FILMS

PETER RABBIT (2018)

A hilarious adaptation of Beatrix Potter’s classic tale of a rebellious
rabbit trying to sneak into a farmer’s vegetable garden, with tumultuous
consequences for all concerned. Peter Rabbit; his three sisters and
their cousin Benjamin enjoy their days harassing Mr McGregor in his
vegetable garden. Until one day he dies and no one can stop them
roaming across his house and lands for a full day. However, when one of
Mr McGregor’s relatives inherits the house and goes to check it out, he
finds much more than he bargained for. What ensues, is a battle of wills
between the new Mr McGregor and the rabbits. But when he starts to
fall in love with Bea, his feelings towards them begin to change.
But is it too late?
Director: Will Gluck

Stars: James Corden,
Rose Byrne, Domhnall
Gleeson, Sia, Colin
Moody, Sam Neill,
Margot Robbie,
Elizabeth Debicki,
Ewen Leslie

Family, Comedy,
Adventure

RUNNING ON EMPTY (1982)

A feast for fans of the early 80s and Aussie car culture – a classic about
hot cars, hot chicks and hot times in the street racing scene. Mike is
a young factory worker in love with hot-rods (he drives a Ford Falcon
GT-HO Phase III) and has the hots for a girl who only likes winners. He is
challenged to drag racing for big money. A challenge he has to honour.
After two of the three race rounds, the race is no longer a game, but
more of a survival!
Director: John Clark

Stars: Terry Serio,
Deborah Conway,
Max Cullen, Richard
Moir

R | 83min | Action,
Drama, Sport
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SHAME (1988)

Asta Cadell, a lawyer traveling through the outback on holiday, stops in
a small town after her motorcycle breaks down and shacks up with Tim
Curtis, the local mechanic, while fixing it. She then becomes involved
in helping Curtis’ teenage daughter, Lizzie, who has been recently
date-raped by Danny Fiske, the son of a wealthy, well-known citizen and
his gang. Asta persuades Lizzie to press charges against Danny, but the
local population becomes determined to keep the incident a secret at
any cost and soon Asta and the Curtis family’s lives are in danger.
An amazing powerful film about standing up to corruption and moral
decrepitude.
Director: Steve
Jodrell

Stars: Deborra-Lee
Furness, Tony Barry,
Simone Buchanan

R | 94min | Drama

STRANGE COLOURS (2017)

A remarkable new film set in an opal mining community A stunningly
photographed complex drama about the varying and intermingling
seams in an opal mining community. Milena travels to a remote opal
mining community to see her estranged, ill father. Lost and alone,
she falls into his bewildering world, where men escape society and
share ideals of freedom. Soon, he doesn’t want her to leave. Stuck in
time, father and daughter try to mend their fractured bond, but their
connection is fragile, like the strange, colourful gems he digs up from
the earth.
Writer/Director:
Alena Lodkina
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Stars: Kate Cheel,
Justin Courtin, Daniel
P. Jones

M | 85 min | Drama

A TO Z OF FILMS

SWEET COUNTRY (2017)

One of the finest films of the year. Inspired by real events, this is a
period western set in 1929 in the outback. When Aboriginal stockman
Sam (Hamilton Morris) kills white station owner Harry March (Ewen
Leslie) in self-defence, Sam and his wife Lizzie (Natassia Gorey-Furber)
go on the run. They are pursued across the outback, through glorious
but harsh desert country. Sergeant Fletcher (Bryan Brown) leads the
posse with the help of Aboriginal tracker Archie (Gibson John) and
local landowners Fred Smith (Sam Neill) and Mick Kennedy (Thomas
M. Wright). Fletcher is desperate to capture Sam and put him on trial
for murder – but Sam is an expert bushman and he has little difficulty
outlasting them. But when the reckoning comes, will justice be served?
Writer/Director:
Warwick Thornton

Stars: Bryan Brown,
Sam Neil, Ewen
Leslie, Hamilton
Morris,
Matt Day

Western, Drama

SWINGING SAFARI (2018)

A film for those who survived the 70s or for those who want to know
what really happened. Suburban Nobbys Beach in 1975 was a place
that revolved around surf mats, nipple rash, kids playing in the streets,
boxed wine, a rotting whale carcass and outrageous parties. Kids run
wild getting heinously burned in the sun and setting fire to each other
while filming wild stunts gone horribly wrong while their parents get
sozzled, swap partners at a swingers’ party, then fall out spectacularly.
It’s a full-throttle sensory overload of ’70s interiors, heinous fashion and
political incorrectness in a riotously good fun, wonderfully observed
homage to the 70s.
Writer/ Director:
Stephan Elliott

Stars: Guy Pearce,
Kylie Minogue, Radha
Mitchell, Asher
Keddie, Jeremy Sims

M | 97 mins | Comedy,
Drama
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UPGRADE (2018)

One of the most striking and invigorating sci-fi thrillers of recent years.
Set in the near-future where technology controls nearly all aspects
of life. Grey is a self-identified technophobe. He is a mechanic who
loves tinkering with ‘relic’ muscle cars and the feel of grease between
his fingers. But when a brutal attack leaves Grey Trace paralysed, his
only hope for revenge is an experimental computer chip implant that
provides him superhuman strength and agility. He is now a hybrid,
part man and part machine. This is a cinematic stunning portrayal of a
fascinating future dystopia.
Director: Leigh
Whannell

Stars: Logan
Marshall-Green,
Richard Cawthorne,
Linda Cropper,
Harrison Gilbertson,
Clayton Jacobson,
Melanie Vallejo

Sci-fi, Thriller,
Fantasy

THE BBQ (2018)

Another event film that will definitely be followed up by a BBQ this is a
story about Dazza (Shane Jacobson) who has a passion for barbequing.
He accidentally gives his neighbours food poisoning. To make amends
he seeks tutelage from the tyrannical Scottish chef (Magda Szubanski)
and together they enter an international barbecue competition.
Comedy
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THE BUTTERFLY TREE (2017)

Evelyn, an aging burlesque queen, bewitches single dad Al and his
teenage son Fin with her zest for life. When father and son discover they
are competing for the affections of the same woman, it reopens old
wounds over the death of Fin’s mother. Through the vivacious Evelyn,
Fin learns the power of forgiveness and relinquishes his goddess in
return for a family. In this seductive and heart-warming story, both men
will discover the power of selfless love.
A beautiful and moving film.
Writer/Director:
Priscilla Cameron

Stars: Melissa
George, Ewen Leslie,
Ed Oxenbould

M | 107 min | Comedy,
Drama, Family

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN (2018) Sing-a-long

Penniless, but ambitious inspired by love and family and blessed with
a wild imagination and terrific dance moves, this is a story PT Barnum,
a visionary who rose from nothing to create a spectacle that became
a worldwide sensation. Once Barnum loses his menial desk job, he
embarks on a wild idea of gathering unique and peculiar performers,
introducing extraordinary, never-seen-before live acts on the circus
stage. The dazzling spectacle of his vivid imagination intrigues
audiences around the world. The film is a celebration of the birth
of show business with a special sing-along screening to honour the
success of Australian entertainers on the world stage.
Director: Michael
Gracey

Stars: Hugh Jackman,
Zac Efron, Michelle
Williams, Rebecca
Ferguson, Zendaya

PG | 105 mins |
Biography, Drama,
Musical
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THE MARSHES (2018)

Deep in a remote marshland, three young biologists conduct research
but when they encounter evil, science ends and survival begins. Roger
Scott’s film riffs on the “Waltzing Matilda” legend bringing out some
highly unexpected aspects of the bush ballad and highlighting its more
gruesome terrifying aspects. Not for the feint-hearted.
Writer/Director:
Roger Scott

Stars: Dafna
Kronental, Sam
Delich,
Mathew Cooper

M | 1h 25min | Horror

THE PINK HOUSE (2017)

The story of Kalgoorlie’s last original goldrush brothel told through the
eyes of the colourful Madam Carmel, 70, and her longest-serving lady
of the night, BJ. Filmed over several years and with unprecedented
access to the inner workings of this unique brothel, The Pink House
is an intimate portrait of two women bound together by the past and
their precarious future. There is no attempt sugar-coat their existence
with attempts at titillation, instead there is a revelation of the normality
of their existence and humour. A powerful celebration of stoicism in the
face of adversity.
Director:
Sascha EttingerEpstein
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MA15+ | 76 min |
Documentary

A TO Z OF FILMS

THE PRETEND ONE (2018)

A magic realist drama following Charlie and her imaginary friend, Hugo,
who grow up on an isolated cotton farm. When a new man appears
in Charlie’s life, Hugo’s whole existence is threatened and he must
become real to win Charlie back. A beautiful and unusual romance.
Writer / Director:
Tony Prescott

Stars: David Field,
Geraldine Hakewill,
Elijah Perris

PG | 96min | Drama

THE SENTIMENTAL BLOKE (1918)

From the time of its release, it has been regarded as the supreme
achievement of Australia’s silent era of film production. It was better
reviewed and better received than any other pre-1930 Australian
feature film. The vividness of its characterisation, heartfelt and
sympathetic storytelling, its mixture of comedy with realistic
backgrounds, and its Australian box office success played a major
role in defining Australian national character on screen. The adaptation
of C.J. Dennis’ much loved poem is about a down-at-heal ex-convict
who undergoes an epiphany as he experiences the love of a good
woman for the first time. The 2009 restored version will be presented
with live musical accompaniment composed and performed by the
Volatinsky Quartet.
Director:
Raymond Longford

Stars:
Arthur Tauchert,
Lottie Lyell, Gilbert
Emery

G | 1h 46min | Drama,
Romance
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THAT’S NOT ME (2018)

Polly’s dreams of making it as an actor are shattered when her identical
twin sister Amy catapults to international stardom. Mistaken for her
famous sister at every turn, Polly scrambles to catch up – juggling
woeful auditions, painfully awkward dates and her underwhelming job
at the local cinema. Running out of options, Polly takes an ill-advised
trip to the coalface of celebrity dreams: LA. There Polly begins to
realise that maybe there’s no such thing as ‘making it’ after all.

Writer / Director:
Gregory Erdstein

Stars: Alice Foulcher,
Isabel Lucas, Richard
Davies

PG | 85 mins | Comedy

WINCHESTER (2018)

Sarah Winchester, the millionaire heiress to the Winchester Arms
fortune, is convinced that she, and her family, are being haunted by the
souls killed at the barrel of the infamous rifle. Her obsession has led to
the 24 hour a day, 7 days a week construction of an enormous mansion,
designed to keep these evil spirits at bay. Eric Price, a psychiatrist with
a sordid past, is hired to investigate Mrs. Winchester’s sanity, only to
discover that her obsession may not be so insane after all…
A powerhouse performance from Winton’s own, Jason Clarke.
Directors: The Spierig
Brothers
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Stars: Jason Clarke,
Helen Mirren, Sarah
Snook, Finn SciclunaO’Prey

PG | 99 min |
Biography, Fantasy,
Horror

A TO Z OF FILMS

WELCOME TO WOOP WOOP (1997)

Elliott’s follow up film to Priscilla is a surreal, outrageous farce but also
a wonderful cinematic send-up of Australian national identity. Teddy, a
con artist who has to flee New York in fear for his life winds up in a much
more precarious situation in the Australian outback in a strange town
where Daddy-O is the law, the judge, and the executioner. Rule number
one: no-one escapes from Woop Woop. Teddy shacks up with Angie,
a beautiful randy local. Then bam: he wakes up from a drug-induced
stupor in underwear, face down in a pig pen.
And Daddy-O is Angie’s dad!
Stars: Johnathon
Schaech, Rod Taylor,
Susie Porter,
Dee Smart,

Maggie Kirkpatrick,
Barry Humphries

R | 97min | Adventure,
Comedy, Fantasy

WINTON COLLECTION

Films made around Winton and Middleton.

MYSTERY ROAD (2013)

Jay Swan (Aaron Pedersen), an indigenous cowboy detective, returns
to his outback hometown to investigate the murder of a teenage girl.
He is alienated from the white-dominated police force and the local
indigenous community. But he needs both to help him solve a mystery
that no one actually wants solved. This is a stylish outback noir that was
filmed in and around Winton.
Director/Writer:
Ivan Sen

Cast: Aaron
Pedersen, Hugo
Weaving, Ryan
Kwanten, Jack
Thompson, Tony
Barry, Roy Billing

MA15+ | 121 mins |
Crime, Mystery,
Outback Thriller

AUSTRALIAN WALKABOUT (1958/2018)

In a wonderfully rare opportunity for Festival goers we will screen the
freshly restored first three episodes of one of the icons of Queensland’s
film industry, Charles Chauvel’s TV series where he travelled with Elsa
Chauvel in 1958 to interesting locations documenting Australia’s vast
outback and natural beauty.
G | 75 mins |
Documentary
TV series
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Visit
LONGREACH I ILFRACOMBE I ISISFORD I EMMET I YARAKA
Longreach Region Visitor Information Centre
Qantas Park, Eagle Street, Longreach Q 4730 I P: 07 4658 4150
www.visitlongreach.com.au
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GETTING TO WINTON
By road

Winton is fully accessible via bitumen roads. Located on the
Lansbourough Highway, 178km north-west of Longreach; 470km
south-east of Mt Isa and approximately 1500km from Brisbane.

By coach

Bus Queensland coach services operated from Brisbane to Mt
Isa and return, stop in Winton. There is also a coach service from
Emerald through to Longreach.

By air

Longreach Airport is the gateway to outback central Queensland
and is the best way to reach Vision Splendid by air. Flights to
Longreach are available from both Brisbane on a daily basis
and Townsville twice a week. QantasLink fly to Longreach from
Brisbane on a daily basis. The airport is located approximately
180km from Winton.

By rail

Spirit of the Outback rail services run twice-weekly to and from
Brisbane to Longreach. There is then a Coach Service to Winton.

Where to stay

29 JUNE TO
07 JULY 2018

Winton has a selection of
accommodation, motels, hotels,
caravan and camping. Please
note the town will book out
quickly. If you’re having trouble
finding a place to stay, contact
the Winton Visitor Information
Centre on 07 4657 1466 or
vic@winton.qld.gov.au and visit
visionsplendidfilmfest.com.

What to bring

Winton has mild winter weather, but bring your woollies and
blanket for night time. It’s an open-air theatre and you won’t want
to miss the stars!

What to read + Watch + Listen to

When travelling Outback Qld, immerse yourself in all things
country with the latest copy of the bush bible, the Queensland
Country Life and watch Imparja Television. When in Winton tune
to ABC local radio 540 AM, ABC Radio National 107.9 FM or ABC
Triple J 96.7 FM.
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SCREEN
QUEENSLAND
PROUDLY
SUPPORTING
THE VISION
SPLENDID
OUTBACK FILM
FESTIVAL 2018

Filmed in Queensland.
Supported by
Screen Queensland.
Left to right: Swinging
Safari, Guardians of the
Tomb, The Butterfly Tree

www.screenqld.com.au

Vision Splendid
Outback Film Festival 2018

2018 SPONSORS
We thank our strategic partners and sponsors. Without their
support we could not bring the quality of films and programming
to Winton and Outback Queensland. Please note many more
local and regional businesses have come on board after going
to print with this year’s program, so I urge you to visit us online at
visionsplendidfilmfest.com and support the businesses and
organisations who support us.

Mark Melrose, Festival Director
PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

Trevor Love &
Vivienne Johnson

BRONZE
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THANK YOU
SPONSORS

Balamara Bakery
Brodies Agencies
Corfield & Fitzmaurice
Cox Architecture
Friendly Grocer
Searle’s Outback Store
Spar Supermarket
Tattersalls Hotel
Winton Butchers
Winton NAB Staff Club
Winton Newsagency & Travel Service
Winton Outback Motel
Winton Pharmacy

CREATIVE PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

QANTAS SHORT FILM COMPETITION
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For latest program, tickets & special offers visit

visionsplendidfilmfest.com

1300 665 115

enquiries@visionsplendidfilmfest.com

Follow us
#visionsplendid
Please note while every care is taken to ensure correct
information, the program may be subject to change.

